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ABSTRACT 

The study focused on investigating the factors that influence the access of girl child to 

secondary school in Mbale municipality, Uganda. The objectives were to find out how 

socio cultural factors influence the access of girl child education; to find out how parental 

level of education influence the access of girl child education, to find out how parents level 

of income influence the access of girl child education. The study used cross sectional 

survey design that was conducted using both the qualitative and quantitative approaches. 

The population was 7609 which gave an equivalent sample of 367 representing above 5% 

of the respondents. Questionnaire and interview were used to collected a data. The 

sampling techniques adopted were simple random sampling and purposive sampling 

techniques. The data collected was analyzed using descriptive statistics and presented by 

simple frequency distribution table. Also the researcher used statistical package for social 

science (SPSS) to analyze and interpreted. The study established that the socio-cultural 

factors influence the access of girl child education, specifically that early marriage, teenage 

pregnancy and parents prefer to send boys than girls to school.190 responded are of the 

view that early marriage is one of the cultural influence of the access of girl child education. 

The educational level of parents is also one of the factors influencing girl child education. 

In support of this were 198 are of the view that educated mothers will produce well behaved 

children and this would influence the access of girl child education in the community. the 

finding indicate that income of parents is one of the determinants of the access to education 

of girl child, because if the incomes that are resource of parents are high, the education of 

girls would be managed up to level of graduation. Therefore poverty is one of the big 

challenges to the education of girls. In support of this 168 responded were of this opinion. 

Recommendations of this study were; government and other stockholders should help and 

suggest appropriate ways on how girl child education could be managed and improved 

upon in secondary school in Mbale municipality. 



    
  

 


